Did the Prophet £ Ransom His Son, Ibrahim @ for His Grandson, Hussain i?

Question: Assalamualiakum, I was at a masjid and I heard a hadith that ’'m questioning it
because it’s very confusing. The sheikh said that angel Jibril came to the Prophet Muhammad %
and asked him to choose whether to let his son Ibrahim & live, or to let Husain & live. The

sheikh claimed that Prophet Muhammad % chose Husain . Is this true because I’ve never

heard any mention of this hadith?

Answer:
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The narration in question can be found in Khatib al-Baghdadi’s (d. 463) & Tarikh Baghdad
2/605, and subsequently in Hafiz ibn al-Jawzi’s & Kitab al-Mawdu’at 2/205. The narration was
declared a fabrication by major Hadith scholars such as Hafiz al-Daraqutni (d. 385) &, Hafiz
ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597) &, Hafiz al-Zahabi (d. 748) &, Hafiz al-Suyuti (d. 911) &, Hafiz ibn
‘Iraq al-Kinani (d. 963) 2, and Sheikh al-Shawkani & (d. 1250). Thus, the story is not true,

and it would be impermissible to quote such a narration.
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