Hadith Verification:

“The Scholars of my Ummah are like the Prophets of the Bani Israil”

Muaz Billoo

Q: We find the following phrase circulating within certain groups,
“The scholars of my Ummah are like the Prophets of the Ban Israil.” Is it
correct to attribute this to the Prophet %7

A: This statement was attributed to the Prophet ¥ in the Mafatih al-
Ghaib or more famously known as al-Tafsir al-Kabir of Imam Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi (d. 606) s under the tafsirs of Surah Yunus (#10) ayahs 57-58,!

Surah Ibrahim (#14) ayahs 11-12,> Surah Fussilat (#41) ayahs 33-36,°> Surah
al-Wagiah (#56) ayahs 15-16.% Unfortunately, no chains of narration are
provided.

Numerous Muhaddithin declared this narration a fabrication,
including Hafiz al-Zarkashi (d. 794) > Hafiz ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d.
852) :2.,° Hafiz al-Sakhawi (d. 902) s, Hafiz al-Suyuti (d. 911) &, Mulla
‘Ali al-Qari (d. 1014) s, Hafiz al-Zurqani (d. 1122) z,'° Hafiz al-‘Ajluni
(d. 1162)'! s and others. Thus, it is impermissible to attribute this

statement to the Prophet £. There are numerous other Ahadith that
establish the virtues of the scholars such as, “The scholars are the inheritors
of the Prophets.”!?
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